Cyperus surinamensis Rottbøll, 1772
Descriptiones plantarum rariorum 20 (1772).
Herbs, perennial, tufted. Rhizome short, brown; roots fibrous, reddish brown. Culms trigonous, scabrous with sparse retrorse prickles, dark green, 15-100 cm tall, 2-3 mm wide. Leaves 3-5, shorter than culm, Vshaped, 8-65 cm long, 2-4 mm wide; blades linear with antrorse prickles on distal margins; sheaths 3-10 cm long, pale green.
Inflorescence compound to decompound; leafy bracts 3-6, very unequal, spreading or reflexed, 2-35 cm long, 1-6 mm wide, margins antrorsely scabrid, V-shaped; primary rays 5-10, unequal, 1-6 cm long, scabrous with retrorse prickles; secondary rays short when present. Spikelets many, clustered in a globose head, ovate to ovate-lanceolate, flattened, 5-10 mm long, 1.5-2 mm wide, 14-35-flowered; rachilla slightly zig-zag. Glumes ovate, 1.2-1.5 mm long, 0.5-0.6 mm wide, pale green; keel green, mucronulate apically. Stamen solitary; filaments 0.5 mm long, white; anthers yellow, 0.5 mm long, linear with a subulate appendage apex. Ovary light green, trigonous, 0.5-0.6 mm; style pale brown, 0.5 mm; stigmas 3, 0.5-0.6 mm, pale brown. Distribution: Cyperus surinamensis is known from the southern United States (Tucker et al. 2002) , Central and South America (Svenson 1943; Tucker, 1998) , and the West Indies (Acevedo-Rodriguoz, 1996; Correll & Correll, 1996) . It is also known to be naturalized in the lowlands of China (Dai Lunkai 2010), Taiwan (Chen & Wu, 2007; Chen et al., 2008 , 2009 ), Indonesia (Dai Lunkai, 2010 , and now in India (Kerala). It is observed that the birds feed on the achenes and this may account for the spread across continents by migratory birds. Remarks: Cyperus surinamensis closely resembles C. eragrostis Lamarck in habit and habitat, but it can easily be distinguished from the latter by the presence of retrorsely scabrid culms, densely flowered spikelets, and narrowly ellipsoid achenes. 
